    THE CONSTITUTION OF THE GEORGE GORDON
FIRST NATION

1. PREAMBLE

Our people have been given this land from the Creator.  We are to share and respect it, and extend this respect to the animals, the plants, the water and each other.  The Creator gave us laws that govern all of our relationships so that we may live in harmony with nature and all others. The Creator gave us a place on earth to provide us with all of our needs so that we may live and prosper.  We have governed ourselves according to our connection with the Creator.

We have the inherent right to self-government and have been connected to our territories from time immemorial.  The foundation of our First Nation is rooted in the sacred gifts provided by the Creator, our love and respect for Mother Earth, The teachings of our Elders, our traditions and customary practices and our inherent rights as the first peoples of Turtle Island.

Chief Kaneonuskatowew (George Gordon) entered into Treaty 4 with the Crown on September 15, 1874, exercising all powers of First Nation sovereignty, self-determination and nationhood, and these powers continue today.

The written Constitution of the George Gordon First Nation continues this unbroken chain building a foundation for our people to continue to manage and control our destiny based on our rights, our laws, our responsibilities and our sacred obligations. 
2. INHERENT RIGHTS OF THE GEORGE GORDON FIRST NATION

Our inherent rights flow from Creator and include, but are not limited to:

a) Our spirituality including our spiritual beliefs and practices;

b) Our Cree and Saulteaux languages;

c) Our culture, customs and traditions;

d) Our sovereignty, self-determination and freedom which includes:

i) The right to govern ourselves and our territories, which includes land, waters, resources and the air;

ii) The right to determine our destiny as a nation, and;

iii) The right to determine our citizenship.
iv) The right to deal with other Nations on a Nation to Nation basis.
3. DECLARATION OF THE GEORGE GORDON CITIZENS

We, the people of the George Gordon First Nation, assert our sovereignty as members of the Cree and Saulteaux Nations and as signatories to Treaty 4.  We accept this Constitution as a covenant between us, as citizens, one to another, to join together under the governing institutions and processes as set out in this Constitution for the collective good and benefit of all.
4.JURISDICTION AND POWERS OF THE GEORGE GORDON FIRST NATION

The band is a separate and distinct government with the power to pass, amend and repeal laws, including, but not limited to:

a) an Administration of Government Act that sets out the structure, composition and operation of all government bodies;

b) an Election Act;

c) a Citizenship and Immigration Act

d) an Economic Development Act, including business development, employment creation, training and institutions;

e) a Taxation Act, including property taxation and licensing;

f) an Education Act, including K to 12 and Post Secondary;

g) a Wildlife Management Act, including firearms registration and safety;

h) a Lands Act, to include water and minerals;

i) a Housing and Public Works Act, to include highways and transportation;

j) a Social Development Act, to include social Assistance and Daycare;
k) a Financial Management Act;

l) a Labour Standards Act;
m) a Sports, Culture and Recreation Act;

n) a Child and Family Services Act;

o) a Police Services Act;

p) a Tribunals Act;

q) an Offender Rehabilitation Act;

r) an Emergency Measures Act, to deal with natural and man-made disasters;

s) other Acts as may be required from time to time to implement the inherent right to self-government.

The Band Laws may set how the Band enters into agreements with external governments or agencies that set out how programs and services may be delivered on the basis of shared or compatible jurisdiction and laws.

5. COMPOSTION AND STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT

The First Nation shall be governed by the following bodies:

a) The Legislative Assembly, composed of all the electors of the First Nation, who shall meet in an Annual General Meeting to consider community Law and perform duties as prescribed in the Administration of Government Act and other Band Laws;
b) The Band Council, composed of one Chief and eight Headmen, shall be elected to hold office according to the Election Act and shall be responsible for functions of the Band Government as prescribed in the Administration of Government Act and other Band Law;
c)  Boards, Committees, Commissions and Corporations of the Band are appointed and carry out their duties as set out in their various Laws and policies that give them legitimacy;
d)  The Band Administration and Program Staff are responsible for results according to the various Band Laws, their program mandate, their program policies and procedures, Band policies of general application and the provisions of legal agreements with funding agencies;
e) Any other bodies of a permanent or temporary nature, such as advisory committees or task forces that the Council forms or sanctions to assist in the governance of the First Nation.

6. RULES AND PROCEDURES OF THE BAND GOVERNMENT

The Band Council shall ensure the development and implementation of an Administration of Government Act that sets out the policies and procedures that guide the operations of all of the governing bodies, including the Legislative Assembly, Band Council, Boards and Committees, corporations, program staff and all others that form the structure of government now or in the future.

The Administration of Government Act shall be presented to the Legislative Assembly for ratification and review every five years with potential amendments at every Annual General Meeting.

7. THE PROCESS OF PASSING THE GEORGE GORDON FIRST NATION CONSTITUTION

For the purpose of the enactment of this constitution and amendments of this constitution, the time frame will be as follows;

a)  this draft is presented as the first reading at a General Meeting in November 2009;

b)  the second reading occurred at a General Meeting in December 2009;

c) the decision to accept or reject the George Gordon First Nation Constitution will be taken at a General Meeting in February 2011, by show of hands, 50% plus one of those George Gordon First Nation Electors in attendance.

8. THE PROCESS OF LAW-MAKING

Band Law, including amendments and repeals, shall be enacted in accordance with this Constitution, which defines the following process for creating and passing legislation:
a) the Band Council completes the research and development of a Band Law resulting in a first draft;

b) this draft is presented to a General Meeting in Spring of any given year;

c) the decision to accept or reject the law will be taken at a Legislative Assembly in the Fall of any given year;

d) The Council presents the draft of the Band Law according to policy set out by the Legislative Assembly.  If the vote is in the affirmative, the Law will take effect as set out in the Law.  If the vote is in the negative, the Law is defeated.  It may be reintroduced through the same process as above.

e) Amendments and repeals of Band Law shall follow the process as the enactment of new Band Law.

9. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF GEORGE GORDON CITIZENS

Citizens have all the rights as set out in this Constitution and other Band Laws, Treaties, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and other federal and provincial laws of general application insofar as they do not conflict with Band Law. In the case of a conflict of laws, Band Law shall prevail.
All rights in this Constitution and other Band Laws are guaranteed equally to male and female Citizens.
Every Citizen who is 18 years of age or older, subject to procedures established by Band Law, has the right to;

a) vote in elections and referenda;

b) stand as a candidate and hold public office;

c) participate in the Legislative Assembly;

d) participate in discussions and decisions respecting laws enacted under this Constitution.

Every Citizen has the right to get information respecting Band Law, policies and the operation of government in accordance with the procedure established by the Administration of Government Act.

The Band Law shall not interfere with the rights of the Citizens except as it may be necessary to protect the collective, inherent and Treaty rights of the Band.

Citizens have the duty to;

a) be loyal to the Band and to respect this Constitution;

b) promote the peace, unity and well-being of the Band

c) participate constructively and responsibly, through the Legislative Assembly and the system of Boards and Committees, where applicable, in the governance of the Band and;

d) to represent the best interest of the Band for the collective good of the George Gordon First Nation.

10.   APPEALS AND INTERPRETATION OF THIS CONSTITUTION OR OTHER BAND LAWS

Until such time as the George Gordon First Nation establishes its own Tribunal Act, any appeals regarding the application or interpretation of this Constitution shall be referred to the Treaty Four Tribunal to be considered according to the processes established by the Treaty Four Tribunal.
Furthermore, a dispute resolution mechanism, which may include the Treaty Four Tribunal, shall be incorporated into any future law and program.

11. FINANCE AND ASSETS

The financial affairs and material assets of the Band will be governed by the Financial Administration Act which sets out the authority, accountability and procedures to be followed by the Band Government when dealing with financial matters and asset management.

12. COMING INTO FORCE

This Constitution will come into force immediately upon approval of the Legislative Assembly.
